
 
Please note all of the 
following have now 
been postponed  
indefinitely: 
 
• Novena Mass to  

 Our Lady of  
 Perpetual Help 

• Rosary 
• Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

 
Holy Hour for Vocations 
A child’s handful of pulled 
dandelions will bring joy to      
a mother. A small act of    
kindness will surprise the 
lonely heart. Who will bring 
joy and kindness today?  

From Father Raning   
Our Gospel for this Sunday is the familiar story of Lazarus being raised from the dead. Jesus 

calls Lazarus to come out from the darkness of his grave to the light where Jesus is. 

There are so many dark areas in our private lives. We often bind ourselves with chains of       
addiction to alcohol, drugs, sexual deviations, slander, gossip, envy, prejudices, hatred, and    
uncontrollable anger, and we bury ourselves in the tombs of despair. Sometimes we are buried 
in the tomb of selfishness, filled with negative feelings such as worry, fear, resentment, hatred, 
and guilt. In our gospel today, Jesus tells us that he can loosen those chains so that we can 

come out of tombs of our own creation.   

Is there an area of life where hope is gone? Why not invite Jesus to visit this area? If we want 
Jesus to visit our dark dungeons of sin, despair and unhappiness, let us ask Jesus to bring the 
light and the power of the Holy Spirit into our private lives and homes to liberate us from our 
tombs. This is good news for all of us: “Lazarus, come out!” This can be the beginning of a new 

life. 

Joseph Scriven wrote a hymn in 1857. He was a Christian missionary working in Canada, when 
he heard that his mother was seriously ill in Ireland. He could not go there to be with her.        
Instead, he wrote a consoling letter enclosing it with the words of this hymn, and mailed it to her. 
He offered to her in her illness the company and the comfort of Jesus. He knew that in times of 
illness and loneliness, there is none who can give us a better company and comfort than Jesus. 
There can be no greater friend than Jesus. 

 

“What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer.” 

 

First Reading:  God promises new life through the Holy Spirit. 
  What new spiritual life have I felt this Lent? 

  

Second Reading: Christ and the Holy Spirit dwell in me to give life. 
  What signs of their presence have I noticed this Lent? 

  

Gospel:   Jesus called Lazarus to come forth from the tomb. 

   Where is Christ calling you to come out of a tomb?   

Feast Days 
 

2nd St Francis of Paola 
“Fix your minds then on the 
passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Inflamed with love for  
us, he came down from heaven 
to redeem us”  

  
4th St Isidore 
“Live as if you were to die 
tomorrow. Learn as if you  
were to live forever.” “If a man 
wants to be always in God's 
company, he must pray  
regularly and read spiritual 
books regularly. When we pray, 
we talk to God; when we read, 
God talks to us.”  
 

Moments of Mercy  

 

The loss of each soul plunges 
Me into mortal  sadness.  You 
always console Me when you 
pray for sinners.  The prayer 
most pleasing to me is prayer 
for the conversion of sinners.   
Know My daughter that this 
prayer is always heard and 
answered.  (Diary 1397) 
 

Catholic Weekly    
There will be no editions of The 
Catholic Weekly this weekend 
and for coming weeks until the 
matter is reconsidered.  
The Catholic Weekly will be 
Published online in the interim 
so that you can stay up to date 
and informed of Catholic news 
the website address is 
www.catholicweekly.com.au
You can also connect with 
via Facebook by going online 
to facebook.com and searching 
at the top of the page for The 
Catholic Weekly. 

 

 

ST PAUL THE APOSTLE PARISH 
 

40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 
 

T: 9639 6516  W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org                                                         
Parish Priest:  Fr Raning Creta    Assistant Priest:   Fr Marcus Hazelman   

      
           

Masses - only available online:  
Please refer to St Paul the Apostle Parish Facebook page: facebook.com/stpaultheapostleparish  
 
Reconciliation - by prior appointment only 

Please pray for  
Jack & Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Josephine Clayton, Saverio & Rosa Marotta, Paul Beck, Brian Hurney, 
Lottie & Fredrick Gibbs, Anna Mary Joseph & Ratnam John Joseph, Maurice & Yvonne Sequeira, Aurelio & Connie 
Lopez, Michael & Julia Sherman, Chammouni Frangi, Madeleine Adolphe, Kerry Cini, Mary & John Ford, John Ford 
Junior, Rosy Attard, Andrew Busuttil, Jim Rowan, Bal & Jennifer Villanova, Brian Baker.              

May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace 

Overheads for hymns used in the 
Church are used with permission 

under ONE LICENCE No  

A-642251 

Find us on 
Facebook 
 

@stpaultheapostleparish 

Please pray for our sick 
 

Antonio Abulad, Maroun Ayoub, Elly Bejma, Danielle Brown, Kay Bull, Helen Butler,  Richard Cassin, Camarillo 
Cossid, Gus DelVillar, Fevoura Daroy, Selene Daroy, Joseph Daroy, Frederick de Silva,  Rebecca Duncum, 
George El-Bayeh, Josephine & Chafic Filfili,  Nick Galea, Ma Juana Gaueta, Patricia Gleeson, Dex Habito, Piper 
Hastings, Brian Horan, Anthony Iannuzzi, Ludie Irrulbandra, Jacqueline Kelly, Josephine Mamari, Sonia Merhi, 
Maria Micallef, Tess & Charlie Micallef, Dennis Murray, Lesleu Palaki, Arun Papali, Lina Pereira, Silvi Perumal, 
Judy Phillips, Des Prendergast, Shaista Quraishi, Emely Reyes, Joe Stagnitta, Marty Stockford & Patrick 
Wheeler.  

Heavenly Father, We pray that you will lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick.  We ask you to 
have compassion on all who are suffering so that they may be delivered from their painful circumstances.  

May they know that you are always with them, especially through difficult times.   Amen 

@StPaulApostWin  

 

 Upcoming  
Meetings 

Baptism Talk TBA  

Finance 23/04 7.30pm 

SVDP  TBA  

Liturgy TBA  

Parish Council TBA  

Leisure Group TBA  

Sacramental TBA  

A Message from the Most Reverend Bishop  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Prime Minister Scott Morrison advised that churches, religious 
gatherings, and places of worship are to close by midday, 23 March 2020. These new rules must be 
adhered to and there are no exceptions to these rules.  
In an emergency, clergy are encouraged to assess the individual matter and act prudently.  As the 
Diocese of Parramatta has previously indicated, fines may be enforced against organisations and parishes 
that do not enact these new rules. Public Masses (both indoor and outdoor), and baptisms must now 
cease.  Funerals may proceed with a maximum limit of 10 people this includes the Priest and Weddings 
no more than 5 people . Also affected are church buildings, adoration chapels and other church buildings 
used for prayer and religious services.  
I understand this new directive will be deeply troubling and upsetting to many Catholics. However, we are 
in a pandemic and we are actively working with the relevant authorities to ensure the health and safety of 
our people.  
As a reminder, Catholics from the Diocese of Parramatta are from 20 March 2020 dispensed from their 
Sunday Mass obligation until further notice (Canon 1248 §2 and Catechism 2181.)  
Yours in Christ, Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv Bishop of Parramatta  
 

A Message from Father Raning 
 

My dear Parishioners, instead of using this opportunity to reiterate what we can’t do or where we can’t go, 
let us be heartened by the blessings, opportunities and joys that we can still experience. 

 

The celebration of Mass continues; be it on TV, internet or radio and we can be part of that in our homes.  
This will allow loved ones to be all together as one and families can congregate together, whereas before 
they may not have all be able to attend Mass as one due to illness, logistics or other commitments. 

 

Now more than ever we can still dedicate Sunday to God, to focus on growing our faith and spirituality.  
The Bible is filled with examples of people including Jesus who pray, reflect and perform devotion no 
matter where they are or what the circumstances.  We can especially do this by making a Spiritual 
Communion. 

 

Below is a traditional prayer of spiritual communion that many saints have prayed over the years. It can be 
prayed if you find yourself unable to receive the Eucharist, or even in the midst of your daily activities, 
lifting up your thoughts to God. The ultimate goal of our lives should be communion with God and an act of 
spiritual communion can help a person draw closer to that goal. 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Corona Virus Prayer 

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and 

illness.” At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the 

midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your       

healing love. Heal those who are sick with the virus. Free us from fear, which      

prevents nations from working together.  Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side 

in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.  Amen 

For the faithful departed 
 

That the Lord may unbind them and let them go free in the kingdom of his glory especially, those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time including  Kathleen Modini, John McEachen, Ana & Joseph Grdinic.  

Due to the CoronaVirus all ministries will now be suspended until further.  Thank you for your continued commitment 

Daylight Saving 

 

Daylight Saving ends  
Sunday 4th April. Please 
remember to set your clock 
back by one hour before 
going to bed on Saturday 
night. 

http://www.catholicweekly.com.au/

