
 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement      
is right; treat your servant in accord with    
your merciful love. 
 
COLLECT 

O God, by whom we are redeemed and        
receive adoption,  look graciously upon     
your beloved sons and daughters, 
that those who believe in Christ 
may receive true freedom 
and an everlasting inheritance. 
  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity  
of the Holy Spirit God, for ever and ever.    
AMEN 
 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the first book of the Ezekiel 

Ez 33:7-9 
 

     If you have not warned the wicked man, then I will hold                                           
you responsible for his death  

 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me  
as follows, ‘Son of man, I have appointed   
you as sentry to the House of Israel. When 
you hear a word from my mouth, warn them  
in my name. If I say to a wicked man:       
Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do   
not speak to warn the wicked man to           
renounce his ways, then he shall die for       
his sin, but I will hold you responsible for      
his death. If, however, you do warn a         
wicked  man to renounce his ways and         
repent, and   he does not repent, then he  
shall die for his sin, but you yourself will    
have saved your life.’ 

 

The word of the Lord 
 

 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts  
 

1.  Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord.  (R.) 
 
2.    Come in; let us bow and bend low;  
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we the people who     
belong to his pasture, the flock that is led      
by his hand. (R.) 
 
3.      O that today you would listen to his 
voice!  
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my 
work.’ (R.) 

 

SECOND READING 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the   

Romans  13:8-10  
 

                       Love is the fulfilment of the Law  

 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of  
mutual love. If you love your fellow men      
you have carried out your obligations. All     
the commandments: You shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not     
steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 
summed up in this single command: You   
must love your neighbour as yourself. Love   
is the one thing that cannot hurt your       
neighbour; that is why it is the answer to    
every one of the commandments. 
 

The word of the Lord 
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

I am the light of the world, 
says the Lord; whoever       
follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the 
light of life. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom you nourish 
and endow with life through the food of your Word 
and heavenly Sacrament, may so benefit from     
your beloved Son's great gifts that we may merit    
an eternal share in his life. 
 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

AMEN 
 

REFLECTION 

This week’s gospel provides us with a lesson that could 
be well heeded in our contemporary world. Matthew  
relates a discourse on dealing with a grievance or sin 
between two ‘brothers’ – community members; fellow 
disciples. Matthew advises his audience that the first 
step is to try to resolve the matter privately between  
the offender and the one offended. This is a practice 
that seems to have almost disappeared today. When 
one person feels offended or hurt by another, it seems 
the last thing they do is to go and speak to the person, 
confront them with the hurt and try to resolve it. Soap 
operas and TV sitcoms promote avoidance of issues. 
The sub-text of so many TV shows is about lying to 
cover up a mistake; seeking revenge for some          
perceived (usually incorrect) insult; or working through 
others to try to deal with some hurt. If characters on 
these TV shows were to confront one another with a 
perceived hurt and seek to resolve the difference       
between them, then there would be no ‘drama’ to play 
out in the show. Admittedly, it doesn’t make for great 
television, but it does make for much better                  
relationships!  

Matthew advises his community that only after a failed 
attempt to address an issue face to face should other 
members of the community become involved to further 
confront the offender through witnessing to their fault. 
The third step is to bring the person before the church 
community to be confronted with their actions and only 
after these three attempts to challenge the person fail 
should they be shunned. There is a very strong        
message of reconciliation that comes through this     
process. The person is given every chance to face   
their error and to seek amends with the one they have 
hurt. The whole process works towards bringing the 
community back together in harmony, not to seek      
revenge and punishment.  

                                           © Greg Sunter  
    

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to 
himself; and the Good News of reconciliation 
he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy  Gospel according to     

Matthew  Mt 18:15-20 
 

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have                            
won that person back. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother 
does something wrong, go and have it out 
with him alone, between your two selves. If 
he listens to you, you have won back your 
brother. If he does not listen, take one or  
two others with you: the evidence of two or 
three witnesses is required to sustain any 
charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, 
report it to the community; and if he refuses 
to listen to the community, treat him like a 
pagan or a tax collector. 

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on 
earth shall be considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall be        
considered loosed in heaven. 

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you 
on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will 
be granted to you by my Father in heaven. 
For where two or three meet in my name, I 
shall be there with them.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O God, who give us the gift of true prayer 
and of peace, graciously grant that through 
this offering, we may do fitting homage to 
your divine majesty and, by partaking of the 
sacred mystery, we may be faithfully united 
in mind and heart. 

Through Christ our Lord.   
AMEN 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord and        
profess your  Resurrection until you come 
again. 
 

 


