Weekend Mass times

St Paul the Apostle Parish

40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org Sunday
Weekday Mass times

Office hours:  Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick:
call 9639 6516 and press 5

Parish Priest:
Assistant Priest:

Thursday

Reconciliation: Thursday

Father John Paul Escarlan
Father Jobi Payyappilly

Assistant Priest: - Father Pio Yong Ho Jang Saturday
v«\cﬂo o, | Adoration: Thursday
For latest updates £ | adoration: (2anour
Find us on: X S . )
facebook SERIN Baptisms:

8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm

Monday to Saturday 9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary)
7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration)
6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration)
First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration)
4.00pm - 4.45pm

6.00pm - 7.00pm

First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday

First and Third Sunday of each month
Baptism bookings only via our website

Second week of Advent: Peace

The second candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Bethlehem candle. It is a symbol of the
preparations being made to receive and cradle the Christ child. It is also called The Candle of Peace.
We hear from Isaiah of one who will be born Prince of Peace.

It symbolises faith and a reminder of the experience of Joseph and Mary in the city of Bethlehem.

A symbol of the preparations being made to receive and cradle the Christ child.

God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving
Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory.
Invitation to light our Advent Wreath candles

As part of our tradition leading up to Christmas, an Advent wreath is placed on the sanctuary,

and at the beginning of each Mass, these candles are lit by members of our congregation.

The wreath is typically made of a circle of evergreen branches laid flat to symbolise eternal life

and Is surrounded by four candles, each representing the four Sundays of Advent.

In the centre is a fifth candle, the Christ Candle, which is lit Christmas Day. The candles remind us

Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and lead us into the light of his glorious kingdom.

If you would like to light an Advent candle, record your name on the sheet as you enter the church.

What is the Jesse tree?

The Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch
shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was the father of King David. Originally, the Jesse tree illustrates Jesus’
human royal lineage, from King David down to Mary. We adorn a Jesse tree with ornaments that represent
the people, prophesies, and events leading up to the birth of Jesus. Decorating the Jesse Tree in Advent
teaches some important lessons. When we contemplate the Jesse tree we realise ever more deeply

the intimate relationship between God and our own humanity. It helps us to connect with the humanity

of Jesus, who, like us, came from a family line that was in many ways imperfect.

Christmas / New Years Mass and Reconciliation times
 Christmas Mass times
Wednesday 24t [vigil]: 5:00pm (Children’s Mass), 8:00pm, 12:00pm midnight (Carols 11:45pm) .

Thursday 25t 8:00am, 9:30am (no evening Mass on Christmas Day)
o New Years Eve
Wednesday 31st: 9:30pm Filipino Chaplaincy (Mass celebrated in English)
o New Years Day
Thursday 1st: 9:10am Morning Mass (preceded by Rosary at 8:40am)
« Reconciliation times
Thursdays: 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration) and Saturdays: 4.00pm - 4.45pm

For Mass and Service times around the Diocese, please visit parracatholic.org/connect/find-a-mass/

Please pray for our sick ... Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,

Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,

Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas,
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,

Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,

Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy,
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.

Please pray for the repose of the souls:

Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,

John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Vince Colosimo, lyrika DCruz,
Fouad and Olga Matta, Joyce and Herbert Morris, Doreen Marsh, Grace Lucas, Geraldine Senewiratne

and the recently deceased Prudence Britto. May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen

Moments of Mercy

“No soul that has
approached Me has ever
gone away unconsoled."
(St. Faustina Diary, 1777)
Vocations reflection

“For your example, brothers,
in patiently putting up with
persecution, take the
prophets who spoke in the
Lord's name” (James 5:10).
A vocation is responding to
the call of God.
Communion to the sick
Contact parish office to organise.
Mother of Perpetual Help
Novena prayed after Mass
every Wednesday morning.
Thursday Cenacles

Held in Marian Chapel after
every Thursday morning Mass.
Christ’s Catholic Community
Prayer group every Friday 10am:

Parish Centre Conference Room.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel.
Liturgy of the Hours

First Friday at 6:00pm

Mass with Ephpheta

Third Sunday at 9:30am

Men’s Ministry St Paul’s
Second Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
Women'’s Ministry St Paul’s
Third Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
2SM Filipino Mass

Second Sunday at 11:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month

7pm Parish Centre conference room.

Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30)
Low gluten hosts

Available upon request
Hearing Loop:

For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecail).
Overheads for hymns used in the

Church are used with permission
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251

Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas Campaign - after all Masses this weekend

Our Winston Hills conference will again be purchasing Christmas hampers from Foodbank NSW at a subsidised cost.
This subsidy greatly assists the Society in their work. Each year your support enables the less fortunate families in the
Mount Druitt area to enjoy a special treat. There will be an opportunity as you leave Mass to find out more and ways to
support their campaign. You can always donate online at anytime via this QR code and thank you for your generosity:
World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) change of date: Friday, December 12 7:00pm

IMPORTANT: For December it will be held a day earlier due to the Buon Natale Christmas Concert.

Please come along! The group meets once a month in our Marian Chapel for a holy hour to pray, learn and live the message of Fatima.
For this month's discussion we explore Our Lady of Akita (Japan) and its extraordinary connections with Fatima and it's messages.

To find out more please contact Mark Napoli 0433 119 424 or visit worldfatima.com/en/join-us

Parish Christmas Concert - Buon Natale 2025: this Saturday, December 13" 7:00pm

What better way to lead into Christmas than being immersed in the Christmas Nativity. A concert like no other will be held on our church
sanctuary and be a special combination of singing, music and readings recounting the journey leading to the birth of our saviour Lord
Jesus. The concert is more than just a musical performance; it's an invitation to experience the joy, peace, and love of Christmas in a
profound way. Let the carols and festive melodies fill you with the unparalleled joy that only this season can bring.

We look forward to seeing you there as we celebrate the true spirit of Christmas!

Solemnity of anniversary of dedication of St Paul the Apostle Church (1985): Monday, December 15"

The foundation stone for the church that was blessed by his Holiness Pope Paul VI on 2n December 1970 is in our parish centre wall.
Pregnancy Help Sydney and “The Little White Box”

The work of supporting women with unplanned pregnancies is still an urgent need in our community. On the first weekend each month
we put out “the Little White Box” at the Church at all masses. Donations raised allow the Pregnancy Help Sydney support group to
continue supporting women and their families 24 hours a day on the telephone or with other assistance as needed. If you or anyone
you know needs support or assistance, to know more, or to contribute, visit https://www.pregnancyhelpsydney.com/. Thank you.
Rosters for January to March 2026

Please refer to your relevant WhatsApp group chat for important information in preparation for next quarters roster. Thank you.
Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses: February to April 2026

This formation is for anyone interested in assisting our parish as Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,
Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at the Altar. IMPORTANT: Positions for these courses fill quickly.

If you are interested in joining any of these Ministries, or want to know more, please contact the parish office.

Another year winds up for our Special Religious Education Teachers

Throughout this year, seven of our parishioners were out and about visiting a number of our local State schools each week in the role
of Catechists, or Special Religious Education Teachers. Not only are they sowers of seeds who respond to the call of Jesus, they

bring the light of Christ into this world and do so with the strength of the Holy Spirit. We continue to be grateful for their dedication,
sacrifice, passion and contributions, which they joyfully perform on a purely voluntary basis. At this time of year, together with their
students, they have been preparing for Christmas and please remember them in your prayers. If you would like to know more about

this ministry and their tremendous work, contact Melissa Ellis, Parish SRE Coordinator 0409 744 565 or SRE@stpaulwinstonhills.org
Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for the month of December

For Christians in areas of conflict. Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,

might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.

Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities

6t Saint Nicholas | 8" Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary | 9t Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

10t Our Lady of Loreto | 11t Saint Damasus | | 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe | 13t Saint Lucy

Filipino Chaplaincy's nine day Novena Dawn Masses: commences Tuesday, December 16"

You're welcome to attend 4:30am Mass (in English) Tuesday 16t until Wednesday 24t at St Patrick's Church, 51 Allawah St, Blacktown.
It is a Filipino Christmas tradition practiced worldwide, in preparation for the Feast of the Birth of Jesus Christ. The early pre-dawn start
continues the tradition where historically it was meant to accommodate agricultural workers before they went out to work on the land.
Mount Druitt Combined Churches Christmas Day Free Community Lunch: December 25"

Don't spend Christmas alone. A free Christmas Day lunch hosted by Mt Druitt Combined Churches on Thursday, December 25t at 11am.
Venue host is Holy Family Catholic Parish. Lunch will be in their parish hall at 11 Emert Parade, Emerton. All are warmly welcome.
Registration is essential. For more information and to register, please visit https://www.facebook.com/MtDruittChristmasLunch

Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral

These will be held every evening from 5:30pm till 10:30pm from 17t to 25t December. Details: christmasatthecathedral.org.au/
Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta

To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta.
For one week, from January 5t - 11t the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts

and resilience of migrant communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and communities. The Jubilee Cross contains sacred
relics of the Holy Family and St Mary MacKillop. Bring your friends and family. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross.
Parish Safeguarding

Refer concerns to our Parish Priest, or safequarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. More information www.safequarding.org.au
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