
 

For latest updates  

Weekend Mass times 
  Saturday Vigil   5:00pm 
  Sunday  8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass times 
  Monday to Saturday   9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary) 

  Thursday                       7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration) 
 

Reconciliation: Thursday 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration) 
  First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration) 
  Saturday 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 
 

Adoration:   Thursday 6.00pm - 7.00pm  

Adoration: (24hour) First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday 

Baptisms: First and Third Sunday of each month 
 Baptism bookings only via our website 

St Paul the Apostle Parish 
  40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 

 

T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org  

Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick: 
       call 9639 6516 and press 5 

 

Message from Father John Paul Escarlan 
As we approach the beautiful and grace-filled season of Christmas and the New Year, I wish to inform  
you that I will be on leave during this time to be with my family to celebrate my parents’ 50th wedding 
anniversary on December 24th.  
It is not easy for me to step away during such a meaningful and cherished moment in the life of our parish.  
Christmas, with its message of hope, love, and the humble arrival of our Saviour, is always a time I look 
forward to celebrating. Though I am physically away, my heart remains very much with our parish family. 
You will be in my thoughts and will pray that the Lord Jesus, will be born anew in your hearts and homes; 
that His peace will rest upon your families; and that His light will guide you into a new year filled with grace. 
I want to express my deep gratitude for your faith, your kindness, and the many ways you support one 
another and our parish community. Your prayers, your generosity, and your commitment to living the 
Gospel inspire me continually. I look forward to returning in the new year and may the Christ Child bless 
you abundantly this Christmas, and may the coming year be one of peace, hope, and renewed strength.  
Third week of Advent: Joy 
The third candle is pink and symbolises joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is pink because rose 
is a liturgical colour for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday” and is meant to remind us “ 
of the joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus. "Gaudete" is derived from the Latin word for 
"rejoice," taken from the entrance antiphon for the day, which begins with the words "Gaudete in Domino 
semper" or "Rejoice in the Lord always." In the season of anticipation before Christmas, today marks  
a joyful midpoint, also serving as a respite, albeit briefly, from the more sombre aspects of the season, 
allowing the faithful to rejoice knowing that the arrival of the Christ child is imminent.  
Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring into our lives. 
We want to find you in the everyday moments and come with hearts of gratitude to your manger on Christmas. 
Personally preparing for the Way of the Lord 
Sister Mary Louise Walsh from the Parramatta Diocese Worship, Mission Enhancement Team has offered 
the following ten suggestions during the liturgical season of Advent. It is an important reminder for each  
of us to take the time to focus on our lives and prepare for the birth of Christ in our own way. 

1. Read a short, daily devotion on the readings of the day. 
2. Get some quiet time and use that time to have a conversation with God. 
3. It’s ok to say ‘no’ to the many different offerings presented to us during this season. 
4. Don’t forget the Advent music – find music that reflects the season. 
5. Decorate, even if it’s just a little bit, which reminds us of what is to come. 
6. Light an Advent wreath. 
7. If you are a parent or grandparent, add a Christmas book to the bedtime reading list. 
8. Support organisations at this time that works for social justice. 
9. Consider the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
10. Reflect on the ‘three comings of the Lord’. 

 

Please pray for our sick … Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen  
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,  
Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,  
Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, 
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,  
Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,  
Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy, 
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls:  
Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,  
John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Anthony DeSouza,  
Noelene and Matthew Maree  and the recently deceased Julian Rana.   
May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen 
 
 

 

Christmas / New Years Mass and Reconciliation times  
 

• Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th 5:00pm (Children’s Mass), 8:00pm, 12:00pm midnight (Carols 11:45pm) 

• Christmas Day Thursday 25th 8:00am, 9:30am    (no evening Mass on Christmas Day) 

• New Years Eve Wednesday 31st 9:30pm Filipino Chaplaincy (Mass celebrated in English) 

• New Years Day Thursday 1st 9:10am and 7:00pm (note there is no Reconciliation or Adoration today) 

• Reconciliation    Thursdays 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration), Saturdays: 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 

For Mass and Service times around the Diocese, please visit parracatholic.org/connect/find-a-mass/ 
 

Solemnity of anniversary of dedication of St Paul the Apostle Church (1985): Monday, December 15th  
The foundation stone for the church that was blessed by his Holiness Pope Paul VI on December 2nd,1970 is in our parish centre wall. 

Upcoming funeral service at St Paul the Apostle Church  
 For the late Rose-Marie (Ursule) Tuyau, Tuesday, December 23rd at 10:30am  

Filipino Chaplaincy's nine day Novena Dawn Masses: commences Tuesday, December 16th  
You’re welcome to attend 4:30am Mass (in English) Tuesday 16th until Wednesday 24th at St Patrick's Church, 51 Allawah St, Blacktown.  
It is a Filipino Christmas tradition practiced worldwide, in preparation for the Feast of the Birth of Jesus Christ. The early pre-dawn start 
continues the tradition where historically it was meant to accommodate agricultural workers before they went out to work on the land. 

Seeking volunteers for operating our powerpoint  
If you can use a TV remote then you’ve got all the skills needed for this role! We are seeking volunteers to assist in operating the 
powerpoint presentation for our 9:30am Sunday Masses. If you are interested and available to assist, please contact the parish office.  

Welcome to those Baptised here recently 
To Hayden, Oliver, Luca and Veronica we pray that their faith will be an important and integral part of their lives. 
Father, in baptism you have likened these children  to Christ the Lord and made them members of your priestly people. Make them a 
living offering pleasing to you so that they may always belong to your family on earth and be fellow-citizens of your saints in heaven. Amen.  

Rosters for January to March 2026 
If you have not done so already, please email the office with your preferences and availability by Monday, December 15th. Thank you. 

2025 Jubilee Year: this week the focus is on … Jubilee of Prisoners 
The Jubilee of Prisoners is an opportunity for us to commit ourselves to the support of people incarcerated in prisons and detention 
centres and their loved ones and friends. It also commits us to a hope which believes in the capacity of communities to facilitate the 
reintegration of both offenders and victims of crime into the community.  

Feast of Holy Child Jesus - Nine Day Novena Masses (also here at St Paul’s Monday, January 12th) 
A nine day novena of daily Masses are being held to celebrate the blessed feast of Señor Santo Niño (Holy Child Jesus).  
On the fifth day of the Novena, Mass will be celebrated here at St Paul the Apostle on Monday, January 12th at 7:00pm.  
At Good Shepherd Parish in Plumpton, Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, January 18th at 2:00pm being the feast day.  
The Feast of the Holy Child is one of the most beloved traditions in the Philippines and continues to inspire deep devotion and bring 
people together in joyous celebration, honouring both history and faith. You are all invited to attend and participate in this Novena, 
especially as the worship of Our Lord is truly universal.  

Stamps for Charity 
A big thank you for your donation of used stamps. For a long time now, our parish proudly supports the Mary MacKillop International 
Mission through the collection of used stamps. At any time, if you have any unused stamps, please place them in the box in the Church 
foyer else drop off to the Parish office. These stamps are forwarded to the Mission which are sold to support their charitable works.  
Because of your stamps we can now help many poor, disadvantaged and underprivileged people. More specifically, your used stamps 
have: given disabled children an education in Papua New Guinea, funded training programs for poor women to learn life-skills in Peru 
and provided vital health care to poor communities in Timor-Leste. Visit:  marymackilloptoday.org.au/what-we-do/our-projects/ 
It doesn’t matter even if you have a small amount of stamps and are all gratefully welcomed. Thank you for your continued generosity.  

Coeliac disease and Communion Hosts 
If you have been diagnosed with Coeliac disease, you have the option of receiving low gluten hosts for Communion (at Mass or home). 
These are always available upon request and before Mass, visit the Sacristy and speak to the Acolyte or Father to make arrangements.  
Hosts that are completely gluten-free are invalid matter for the celebration of the Eucharist however the gluten content is quite small. 

Receiving Communion for those unable to attend Mass  
We recognise and understand members of our parish community are unable to physically attend Mass as they may be sick, elderly etc.  
If you, or anyone you know, seeks to receive the blessed Eucharist at their home, please contact the parish office to arrange. 

State of the art Catholic precinct and Church to be built in Blacktown 
Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv recently announced that the Diocese of Parramatta has purchased land in the centre of Blacktown City, 
directly adjacent to the soon-to-be-developed, Blacktown Quarter, a redevelopment vision that will create a vibrant new heart for one of 
the largest and fastest-growing cities in Australia. “It will ensure our Catholic community will remain visible, accessible, and engaged  
in the life of the city for generations to come,” he said. The Diocese will build a new Church and state-of-the-art Catholic precinct in the 
heart of the new city. Upon completion, the Parish of Blacktown will be relocating its two sites (St Patrick’s and St Michael’s) to return  
to the civic centre where St Patrick’s Parish was originally located. To find out more visit: mqofblacktown.org.au/blacktownproject/ 

Parish Safeguarding  
Refer concerns to our Parish Priest, or  safeguarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. More information  www.safeguarding.org.au 
 
 

Moments of Mercy  
Look into My Heart and see 
there the love and mercy  
which I have for humankind, 
and especially for sinners. Look, 
and enter into My Passion.(1663)  

Vocations reflection 
God in his wisdom predestined 
our glory before the ages began. 
Some people he predestines to 
be priests or religious: might you 
be one? Listen to the call!  

Communion to the sick 
Contact parish office to organise. 

Mother of Perpetual Help 
Novena prayed after Mass 
every Wednesday morning. 

Thursday Cenacles 
Held in Marian Chapel after 
every Thursday morning Mass. 
Christ’s Catholic Community 
Prayer group every Friday 10am: 
Parish Centre Conference Room. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel. 

Liturgy of the Hours 
First Friday at 6:00pm 

Mass with Ephpheta  
Third Sunday at 9:30am 
Men’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Second Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

Women’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Third Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

2SM Filipino Mass 
Second Sunday at 11:00am 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month 
7pm Parish Centre conference room. 
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30) 

Low gluten hosts  
Available upon request 
Hearing Loop:  
For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecoil). 
 

www.catholicoutlook.org/ 
www.catholicweekly.com.au/ 

www.catholicoutlook.org/ 
 

Overheads for hymns used in the 
Church are used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251  

Parish Priest: Father John Paul Escarlan 
Assistant Priest: Father Jobi Payyappilly 
Assistant Priest: Father Pio Yong Ho Jang 
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