
 

For latest updates  

Weekend Mass times 
  Saturday Vigil   5:00pm 
  Sunday  8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass times 
  Monday to Saturday   9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary) 

  Thursday                       7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration) 
 

Reconciliation: Thursday 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration) 
  First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration) 
  Saturday 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 
 

Adoration:   Thursday 6.00pm - 7.00pm  

Adoration: (24hour) First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday 

Baptisms: First and Third Sunday of each month 
 Baptism bookings only via our website 

St Paul the Apostle Parish 
  40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 

 

T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org  

Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick: 
       call 9639 6516 and press 5 

 

Fourth week of Advent: Love 
On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the final week of prayer and 
penance as we wait for the birth of our Saviour. This final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolises peace. 
It reminds us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men” and marks the final week 
of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our Saviour and represents the peace and justice the 
angels and Christ bring to the world.  
We pray in our hearts: Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. 
 As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us.  
 Let your love transform every aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. 
 

Why are there no flowers on the Sanctuary during Advent? 
Let’s refer to the GIRM* in respect of the Liturgical Season of Advent: 
305. Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar: During Advent the floral decoration of 
the altar should be marked by a moderation suited to the character of this season, without expressing 
prematurely the full joy of the Nativity of the Lord. During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated 
with flowers. Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), solemnities, and feasts are exceptions. Floral 
decorations should always be done with moderation and placed around the altar rather than on its mensa. 
 

Therefore during Advent we recognise the intention of moderation, and in lieu of flowers, poinsettias have 
adorned our Sanctuary for many years. Poinsettias are relevant for a number of reasons, including: 
• poinsettias naturally flower at Christmas time (in the Northern Hemisphere winter), so their bright red  

and green colours fit the Christmas season. 
• the star shape of the red coloured leaves that resemble the Star of Bethlehem that guided the Magi.  
• in Mexico, the poinsettia is native and is called “Flor de Nochebuena” (“Flower of the Holy Night”), 

referring to Christmas Eve. There’s a popular Mexican legend about a poor child (Pepita or similar)  
who had no gift for the Christ child at a Christmas Eve service. When she offered humble weeds in 
prayer, they miraculously turned into brilliant red poinsettias — symbolising heartfelt gifts given in love. 
This tale reinforces a common Biblical theme of God’s tender and protective care for those who are poor 
and the special love that God has for people whom the world sometimes forgets.  

These meanings give the plant a devotional dimension beyond decoration and Catholic culture  
and symbolism, and having embraced the poinsettia as a meaningful Christmas plant. 
 

* What is the GIRM?  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (in the Latin original, Institutio 
Generalis Missalis Romani ) is the detailed document governing celebration of the Roman Rite Mass  
in what since 1969 is its normal form. Originally published in 1969 as a separate document,  
it is printed at the start of editions of the Roman Missal since 1970. It also explains liturgical principles, 
roles of ministers, and requirements for furnishings, all aimed at promoting fuller,  
more conscious participation by the faithful, rooted in tradition but implementing Vatican II reforms.  
 

Please pray for our sick … Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen  
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,  
Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,  
Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, 
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,  
Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,  
Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy, 
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls:  
Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,  
Iyrika D’Cruz, John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez,  
Geraldine Senewiratne, Maria Thuc and the recently deceased Concepcion Cruz and Joyce Petkovich.  
May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen 
 
 

 

Christmas / New Years Mass and Reconciliation times  
 

• Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th 5:00pm (Children’s Mass), 8:00pm, 12:00pm midnight (Carols 11:45pm) 
• Christmas Day Thursday 25th 8:00am, 9:30am    (no evening Mass on Christmas Day) 
• New Years Eve Wednesday 31st 9:30pm Filipino Chaplaincy (Mass celebrated in English) 
• New Years Day Thursday 1st 9:10am and 7:00pm (note there is no Reconciliation or Adoration today) 

 

• Reconciliation  Thursdays  6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration), Saturdays: 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 

For Mass and Service times around the Diocese, please visit parracatholic.org/connect/find-a-mass/ 
 

Buon Natale Christmas Concert - thank you 
As we reflect on this years Buon Natale Concert, our hearts are certainly full of gratitude. Each moment was made possible by the 
dedication, creativity, and joyful spirit of our parish community. Thank you to everyone who contributed and performed, whose energy, 
talent and enthusiasm brought the story of Christ’s birth to life in a beautiful and memorable way. To those organising and also behind 
the scenes thank you for making it all possible, and to those parents and guardians thank you for your patience and support!  
We are also appreciative of our congregation and parish community for being there and celebrating with us in their presence and singing, 
making the event truly meaningful and unforgettable. And of course what better way to end the night that a visit by the ice cream van! 

Upcoming funeral service at St Paul the Apostle Church  
 For the late Joyce Petkovich, this Monday 22nd at 10:30am  

Call out for help with moving chairs this Wednesday  
We are kindly seeking the help of some volunteers to carry across chairs from the Parish Centre and stack them under the Church foyer 
this Wednesday 24th at 3:00pm in preparation for our Christmas Masses. Many thanks!!  

Seeking volunteers for operating our powerpoint  
If you can use a TV remote then you’ve got all the skills needed for this role! We are seeking volunteers to assist in operating the 
powerpoint presentation for our 9:30am Sunday Masses. If you are interested and available to assist, please contact the parish office.  

Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Will be held every evening from 5:30pm till 10:30pm from 17th to 25th December. The Cathedral’s facade will be illuminated with the 
timeless story of the Little Drummer Boy. Entry is free and a great way to get into the Christmas spirit: christmasatthecathedral.org.au/ 

Annual Commemoration of the Holy Innocents: Saturday, December 27th 
Commences with 9.30am Holy Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church, 8 Diana Ave, Kellyville, followed by Eucharistic 
Procession to the Franciscan Shrine of the Holy Innocents and Benediction of the most Blessed Sacrament. Concludes with a shared 
lunch and please bring a plate to share if you are able. To find out more visit: franciscanfriarsaustralia.org/shrineoftheholyinnocents 

Feast of Holy Child Jesus - Nine Day Novena Masses (also here at St Paul’s Monday, January 12th) 
A nine day novena of daily Masses are being held to celebrate the blessed feast of Señor Santo Niño (Holy Child Jesus).  
On the fifth day of the Novena, Mass will be celebrated here at St Paul the Apostle on Monday, January 12th at 7:00pm.  
At Good Shepherd Parish in Plumpton, Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, January 18th at 2:00pm being the feast day.  
The Feast of the Holy Child is one of the most beloved traditions in the Philippines and continues to inspire deep devotion and bring 
people together in joyous celebration, honouring both history and faith. You are all invited to attend and participate in this Novena, 
especially as the worship of Our Lord is truly universal.  

Coming to a close … 2025 Jubilee Year Pilgrims In Hope  
A Jubilee is a special and profound year of grace, mercy and conversion, involving prayer, pilgrimage, and sacramental repentance, held 
every 25 years. The Jubilee is a Holy Year marked by hope that does not fade, our hope in God. The Jubilee runs to January 6th 2026, 
the Feast of the Epiphany, with the closing of the Door. To find out more about this Jubilee Year visit iubilaeum2025.va/en.html 
How can we participate in the Jubilee here in our Diocese? 
You may consider undertaking a pilgrimage for the Jubilee Year to one, or all three of our pilgrimage sites within our Diocese:  
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta; Mount Schoenstatt Shrine, Mulgoa; or The Franciscan Shrine of the Holy Innocents, Kellyville. 
A Jubilee Indulgence is granted to those who make a Jubilee pilgrimage during the year. For those who cannot make a jubilee pilgrimage 
due to illness or other circumstances, you are invited to take part in the spiritual movement that accompanies the Jubilee year, offering 
up the sufferings of their daily lives, and participating in reconciliation, prayer, and the Eucharistic celebration.  

Sing a New Song Music Workshop for Children: January 21st 
Children in Year 4-12 are invited to attend a ‘Sing A New Song Holiday Music Workshop’ for a fun day of singing and exploration of 
sacred music. Will be held Wednesday, January 21st 9:30am - 2pm. Morning tea and lunch provided. Participants will form a choir that will 
sing at the Solemn Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Sunday, January 25th at 11am. Visit forms.office.com/r/0URuFAeThA 

Access and security during the school holidays  
Now that school holidays have commenced, there will be a considerable reduction in the amount of people in the church grounds and  
it is important to remain vigilant. If you notice anything suspicious please phone the parish office 9639 6516 and press 5 (at any time) 
which will have your call transferred to a staff member or clergy. Thank you.  

Interested in knowing more? All enquirers welcome  
Are you, or is someone you know, not Catholic but may be interested in finding out more about what Catholics believe and understanding 
Catholic Teachings? Please leave your name with the Parish Office to arrange a quick chat.  

Parish Safeguarding  
Refer concerns to our Parish Priest, or  safeguarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. More information  www.safeguarding.org.au 
 

 

Moments of Mercy  
“O Blood and Water, which gushed 
forth from the Heart of Jesus as a 
fount of Mercy for us, I trust in You.” 
(Diary, 186 and 187)   

Vocations reflection 
“There are different gifts, but the 
same Spirit.” Each of us has 
been graced with certain gifts of 
the Spirit. And they are active,  
if we utilise them for the building 
up of the Church. Name the way 
the Lord has gifted you. 

Communion to the sick 
Contact parish office to organise. 

Mother of Perpetual Help 
Novena prayed after Mass 
every Wednesday morning. 

Thursday Cenacles 
Held in Marian Chapel after 
every Thursday morning Mass. 
Christ’s Catholic Community 
Prayer group every Friday 10am: 
Parish Centre Conference Room. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel. 

Liturgy of the Hours 
First Friday at 6:00pm 

Mass with Ephpheta  
Third Sunday at 9:30am 
Men’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Second Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

Women’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Third Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

2SM Filipino Mass 
Second Sunday at 11:00am 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month 
7pm Parish Centre conference room. 
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30) 

Low gluten hosts  
Available upon request 
Hearing Loop:  
For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecoil). 
 

www.catholicoutlook.org/ 
www.catholicweekly.com.au/ 

 

Overheads for hymns used in the 
Church are used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251  

Parish Priest: Father John Paul Escarlan 
Assistant Priest: Father Jobi Payyappilly 
Assistant Priest: Father Pio Yong Ho Jang 
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