
 

For latest updates  

Weekend Mass times 
  Saturday Vigil   5:00pm 
  Sunday  8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass times 
  Monday to Saturday   9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary) 

  Thursday                       7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration) 
 

Reconciliation: Thursday 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration) 
  First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration) 
  Saturday 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 
 

Adoration:   Thursday 6.00pm - 7.00pm  

Adoration: (24hour) First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday 

Baptisms: First and Third Sunday of each month 
 Baptism bookings only via our website 

St Paul the Apostle Parish 
  40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 

 

T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org  

Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick: 
       call 9639 6516 and press 5 

The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

 

This feast is normally celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas. This feast developed at the beginning of 
the 19th century in Canada and then spread to the entire Church in 1920. At first, it was celebrated on the 
Sunday after Epiphany. It is a Feast that seeks to portray the Holy Family of Nazareth as the “true model 
of life” from which our families can draw inspiration and know where to find help and comfort. 
 

If there is a fact that is striking when reading the Gospel text, it is all the “motion” verbs: depart, arise,  
flee, take refuge, stay. There is even a map that is no less impressive: Bethlehem, Egypt, then Nazareth. 
Certainly, the key to all this “movement” is found in the citation of the Prophet Hosea: “Out of Egypt  
I have called my son” – a place of refuge for the persecuted and the place of departure for Israel’s Exodus.  
The Family of Nazareth traces the journey of many persecuted people and refugees down through history. 
At the same time, it recalls the powerful hand of God who knows how to liberate His people. 
 

The experience of the family of Nazareth cannot but make us think of the many families today who are 
also “in movement” – certainly of those families forced to leave their homes and their own land in search  
of peace, serenity and work, but also of those families who live with the apprehension and anxiety of not 
making ends meet, of unstable marital situations, the fear of illness. In the family of Nazareth, our families, 
as well as the human family, can learn to allow ourselves to be guided by God’s powerful hand.  
If it is true on the one hand that in many situations people feel like refugees, strangers in their own homes, 
or in the heart of a dear one, it is also true that every obstacle, every difficulty can be transformed into an 
opportunity to depart, for a journey toward conversion which alone can lead to serenity, peace, stability. 
 

Today, the Holy Spirit still continues to guide us all but we need to listen to the Spirit who speaks in us.  
If the Son of God came to live with us as a child, and only the eyes of faith can perceive His presence, 
how important it is to remind ourselves everyday things are never of little importance, daily occurrences 
are never useless or purely coincidental. The eyes of faith are necessary to grasp the hidden and beyond. 
Everything becomes a place to encounter or reject God’s presence and a sign for those who believe. 
 

To live the gospel of the family is not easy today. Those who want to defend life from the moment of 
conception are criticised or attacked. Yet in the Gospel we find the way to live a beautiful life on the 
personal and familial level, a way that is certainly challenging, but attractive and all-embracing. It is a way 
that still deserves to be trusted and undertaken after the example and through the intercession of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth itself. There are happy and sad, serene and difficult moments in every family.  
This is life. To live the “gospel of the family” does not exempt us from experiencing difficulties and tensions, 
of encountering moments of pleasant fortitude and painful weakness. Families who are wounded and 
marked by weakness, failure, difficulty can rise again if they learn how to draw from the font of the Gospel. 
There, they can rediscover new possibilities of starting over. 
 

Source: vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/feast-of-the-holy-family-of-jesus--mary-and-joseph-.html 
 

Please pray for our sick … Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen  
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,  
Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,  
Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, 
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,  
Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,  
Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy, 
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls:  
Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,  
John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Vince Colosimo, 
Mervyn Davies, Nametallah and Sanira El Khoury, Paul, Angelique, Claude and Myriam Jumeau,   
Marcel and Claire Maya, Connie Debono Cullen and the recently deceased John Doumit.  
 
 

Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy Mother Of God (New Years Day): Thursday, January 1st 
Mass times: 9:10am and 7:00pm (note there is no Reconciliation or Adoration prior to evening Mass) 
The Solemnity Of Mary is one of the most important days of the Church calendar, however it is not a Holy Day of obligation.  
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference decreed (unchanged since 2001) the only feast days to be observed as Holy Days of 
obligation are Christmas Day, the Feast of the Assumption and all Sundays of the year.  

Christmas Thank You from our priests 
As we continue to celebrate this immensely beautiful and joyful season of Christmas, we express our heartfelt gratitude to all involved  
in ensuring all our Christmas Masses were truly solemn, special and meaningful and especially in the abundance in attendance.  
Your preparation, presence and participation and efforts enabled us to celebrate the birth of our Saviour with reverence and joy.  
Please know that you are remembered in our prayers at the altar, especially during this holy season as we celebrate the birth of our  
Lord Jesus Christ. May the Christ Child bless you and your families with peace, joy, good health, and renewed hope in the coming year. 
Thank you for walking with us in faith and for being such a blessing to our parish community, and for your generous Christmas spirit. 
Please note there will be no 24 Hour Eucharistic Adoration in January 
Eucharistic Adoration is a pious custom in the Church since time immemorial. We adore God when we worship Him in His Real Presence 
in the Eucharist, and being there in Adoration is a powerful and personal time to be in His presence.  

• 24 hour Adoration is held every first Friday commencing with 9:10am Mass Friday. First Adoration in 2026 is Friday, February 6th . 
• Thursday Adoration is held every Thursday at 6:00pm for one hour, followed by Mass at 7:00pm. 

Feast of Holy Child Jesus - Nine Day Novena Masses (also here at St Paul’s Monday, January 12th) 
A nine day novena of daily Masses are being held to celebrate the blessed feast of Señor Santo Niño (Holy Child Jesus).  
On the fifth day of the Novena, Mass will be celebrated here at St Paul the Apostle on Monday, January 12th at 7:00pm.  

World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) Parish Prayer Ministry: Tuesday, January 13th 
Held in our Marian Chapel at 7:00pm on the 13th of every month for one hour to pray and discuss messages of Our Lady of Fatima. 
Please join us for the next gathering which will be held Tuesday, January 13th. More details will become available next weekend. 

IMPORTANT: Scam alert 
There has been incidences of scam messages (eg SMS, WhatsApp) pretending to be from priests and emails asking for urgent help,  
gift cards, or confidential information. These messages can catch anyone off guard, and it is important to recognise these are not genuine.  
Under no circumstance should you respond or click on any links and if in any doubt please contact the parish office directly. 
No priest or other parish based people will ever ask you to buy gift cards or send codes by text or email.  

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta 
To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta. 
For one week, from January 5th - 11th, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts  
and resilience of migrant communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and communities. The Jubilee Cross contains sacred 
relics of the Holy Family and St Mary MacKillop. Bring your friends and family. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross. 

Diocesan World Day of the Sick: Wednesday, February 11th 
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 11am at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for the sick and 
dying and health care professionals. To register, please visit parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/ 

Be a stronger you – Free empowerment course for women: Beginning February 2026 
Catholic Care has partnered with Survivor Voice Australia to run a free six-week empowerment program for women who have 
experienced domestic violence and abuse. The program will start in February 2026. Contact Catholic Care to find out more 8843 2500. 

Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities 
1st Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy Mother Of God | 2nd Saint Basil and Gregory | 3rd Most Holy Name of Jesus | 4th Epiphany of the Lord   

Pope’s World Day of Peace message: ‘We are all in debt to God’ 
Pope Paul VI announced in 1967 the world needs to be sensitised and oriented for peace and understanding, and recommended the 
Church play a greater role in search for world peace, and this day, was appointed to celebrate these efforts.  
As the Church observes the World Day of Peace, Pope Leo XIV reflects on a world marked by fear, militarisation and the threat of war.  
In his first Message for this observance, he addresses the seriousness of the moment while proposing a vision of peace that is  
“unarmed and disarming,” resisting violence not through force but through moral clarity, dialogue and the conversion of hearts. 
“Peace be with you!”—the greeting of the Risen Christ—stands at the centre of the Message. Pope Leo XIV writes that these words  
“do not merely desire peace, but truly bring about a lasting transformation in those who receive it,” affirming that Christian peace is active 
and disruptive in its refusal of violence. Link: vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-12/pope-peace-day-message-leo-unarmed-disarmed.html 

Access and security during the school holidays  
Now that school holidays have commenced, there will be a considerable reduction in the amount of people in the church grounds and  
it is important to remain vigilant. If you notice anything suspicious please phone the parish office 9639 6516 and press 5 (at any time) 
which will have your call transferred to a staff member or clergy. Thank you.  

Interested in knowing more? All enquirers welcome  
Are you, or is someone you know, not Catholic but may be interested in finding out more about what Catholics believe and understanding 
Catholic Teachings? Please leave your name with the Parish Office to arrange a quick chat.  

Parish Safeguarding Statement 
We take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. Refer concerns to the Parish Priest, or to Office for Safeguarding 
and Professional Standards safeguarding@parracatholic.org  or 8838 3419. More information available at www.safeguarding.org.au 

 
 

Moments of Mercy  
I desire that you know more 
profoundly the love that burns  
in My Heart for souls, and you 
will understand this when you 
meditate upon My Passion.  
Call upon My mercy on behalf of 
sinners; I desire their salvation. 

Vocations reflection 
God in his wisdom predestined 
our glory before the ages began.  
Some people he predestines  
to be priests or religious –  
might you be one of them?   
Listen to the call !   

Communion to the sick 
Contact parish office to organise. 

Mother of Perpetual Help 
Novena prayed after Mass 
every Wednesday morning. 

Thursday Cenacles 
Held in Marian Chapel after 
every Thursday morning Mass. 
Christ’s Catholic Community 
Prayer group every Friday 10am: 
Parish Centre Conference Room. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel. 

Liturgy of the Hours 
First Friday at 6:00pm 

Mass with Ephpheta  
Third Sunday at 9:30am 
Men’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Second Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

Women’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Third Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

2SM Filipino Mass 
Second Sunday at 11:00am 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month 
7pm Parish Centre conference room. 
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30) 

Low gluten hosts  
Available upon request 
Hearing Loop:  
For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecoil). 
 

Overheads for hymns used in the 
Church are used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251  

Parish Priest: Father John Paul Escarlan 
Assistant Priest: Father Jobi Payyappilly 
Assistant Priest: Father Pio Yong Ho Jang 
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