
 

For latest updates  

Weekend Mass times 
  Saturday Vigil   5:00pm 
  Sunday  8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass times 
  Monday to Saturday   9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary) 

  Thursday                       7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration) 
 

Reconciliation: Thursday 6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration) 
  First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration) 
  Saturday 4.00pm - 4.45pm 
 
 

Adoration:   Thursday 6.00pm - 7.00pm  

Adoration: (24hour) First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday 

Baptisms: First and Third Sunday of each month 
 Baptism bookings only via our website 

St Paul the Apostle Parish 
  40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 

 

T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org  

Office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick: 
       call 9639 6516 and press 5 

The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord  

 

The following is an extract from a Catholic Outlook article for this Solemnity, 
 

Saint Augustine (354-430) once claimed that what all people desire is nothing other than happiness.  
He defined happiness as a state of life that lacks nothing. 
The Feast of Epiphany – or as the people call it – the Feast of the Three Kings is a response to our 
deepest longings. 
 

It is a strange story that is told in the Gospel. Magi come from the East to worship the newly born King of 
the Jews in Bethlehem. Magi are wise men who represent the knowledge of the East.  
With this story, it is intended to show that this Jesus of Nazareth embodies the wisdom of East and West. 
He fulfills the longing of the people of the Orient for a wisdom that shows us how to succeed in our lives. 
But all searching for the divine God also means giving up what is one’s own, what is mine, but above all, 
giving up my ideas about God, even losing them. He who does not lose “God” will never find him. 
Therefore, the wise men followed the star to Bethlehem. There, they prostrated themselves before this 
child in a completely unroyal place. 
 

They come to give, and in their gifts they give themselves: in gold their wealth, but also all their ideas of 
God; in frankincense their honour and status, but also all veneration; in myrrh the bitterness and all hopes 
of healing, but also their hope of eternal life. 
The child will do this later on: it gives itself. Jesus – the man for others.  
This king keeps nothing for himself because he is completely carefree and therefore completely free. 
And that is why we lose nothing when we give ourselves to Him. Divine love, whose very nature is to give 
itself, keeps nothing for itself. It will always give us ourselves, transformed and new. 
 

The Church speaks of the Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany in Bethlehem.  
Christ reveals himself to people. Changes them. Gives salvation. 
That God has “appeared” to his creatures. He allows himself to be recognised by them.  
That he says: I am the Father not of some, but of all. I do not abandon my world, even if it may sometimes 
seem that way. The celebration of the Epiphany must be a celebration of reassurance for us who believe.  
That our faith gains new security. That we can live our faith as a matter of course and talk about it.  
That we are therefore experienced as people of confidence and hope. 
 

Saint Augustine famously said that we are restless until we rest in God and the discovery of his life is that 
true happiness can only be found in God. Each one of us has been formed in the image and likeness of 
our Triune God – that’s what we are.  That’s true epiphany. 
 

Source: catholicoutlook.org/homily-for-the-solemnity-of-the-epiphany-of-the-lord/ 
 
 

Please pray for our sick … Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen  

Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,  
Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,  
Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, 
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,  
Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,  
Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy, 
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.  

Please pray for the repose of the souls:  
Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,  
John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Vince Colosimo,  
Teresa, Frank and Joseph Borg. May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen 
 
 

Pregnancy Help Sydney and “The Little White Box” 
The work of supporting women with unplanned pregnancies is still an urgent need in our community. On the first weekend each month 
we put out “the Little White Box” at the entrance to the Church at all masses. The donations raised allow the Pregnancy Help Sydney 
support group to continue supporting women and their families 24 hours, seven days a week on the telephone or with other assistance 
as needed. All donations help with the cost of phone bills, and the training and development of the telephone support staff. It is important 
to note that these phone lines are staffed on a voluntary basis. If you or anyone you know needs support or assistance, or if you want to 
know more, or to make a contribution, please visit https://www.pregnancyhelpsydney.com/. Our parishioners have supported the Little 
White Box for many years and this generosity has been continually acknowledged by Pregnancy Help. Thank you. 

Feast of Holy Child Jesus - Nine Day Novena Masses (also here at St Paul’s Monday, January 12th) 
A nine day novena of daily Masses are being held to celebrate the blessed feast of Señor Santo Niño (Holy Child Jesus).  
On the fifth day of the Novena, Mass will be celebrated here at St Paul the Apostle on Monday, January 12th at 7:00pm.  
At Good Shepherd Parish in Plumpton, Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, January 18th at 2:00pm being the feast day.  
You are all invited to attend and participate in this Novena, especially as the worship of Our Lord is truly universal.  

World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) Parish Prayer Ministry: Tuesday, January 13th 
Held in our Marian Chapel at 7:00pm on the 13th of every month for one hour to pray and discuss messages of Our Lady of Fatima. 
Please join us for the next gathering which will be held Tuesday, January 13th. . 

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta 
To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta. 
For one week, from January 5th - 11th, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts  
and resilience of migrant communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and communities. The Jubilee Cross contains sacred 
relics of the Holy Family and St Mary MacKillop. Bring your friends and family. Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross. 

Diocesan World Day of the Sick: Wednesday, February 11th 
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 11am at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for the sick and 
dying and health care professionals. To register, please visit parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/ 

Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities 
3rd  Most Holy Name of Jesus  |  4thThe Epiphany of the Lord  |  7th Saint Raymond of Penyafort |  11th The Baptism of the Lord 

Access and security during the school holidays  
Now that school holidays have commenced, there will be a considerable reduction in the amount of people in the church grounds and  
it is important to remain vigilant. If you notice anything suspicious please phone the parish office 9639 6516 and press 5 (at any time) 
which will have your call transferred to a staff member or clergy. Thank you.  

Interested in knowing more? All enquirers welcome  
Are you, or is someone you know, not Catholic but may be interested in finding out more about what Catholics believe and understanding 
Catholic Teachings? Please leave your name with the Parish Office to arrange a quick chat.  

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for the month of January  
For prayer with the word of God.  Let us pray that praying with the word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church. 

Closing of the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica: January 6th 
On the feast of the Epiphany, January 6th, Pope Leo XIVwill solemnly close the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, formally 
concluding the Holy Year 2025, which Pope Francis opened on Christmas Eve 2024. But diocesan and other local celebrations of the 
Jubilee concluded December 28th. 
The Holy Doors are bricked up between Jubilee Years, which usually occur every 25 years. Pope Leo has indicated, however,  
that an extraordinary Holy Year will be celebrated in 2033, to mark the 2,000th anniversary of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
What is closing is not divine grace, but a special time of the church, and what remains open forever is the heart of the merciful God. 
While the Holy Door is closed, the door that truly matters remains that of our heart: it opens when it listens to the word of God, it widens 
when it welcomes our brother or sister, it is strengthened when it forgives and asks for forgiveness. In this basilica, precisely during this 
Holy Year, we have been granted the grace of a very special task: to safeguard a memory that becomes prophecy, drawing attention to 
the late Pope Francis, who is buried at St. Mary Major and honoured by thousands of faithful every day. According to the news agency of 
the Italian bishops' conference, an estimated 20 million pilgrims passed through the Holy Door at the basilica in the past year.  
Hope, the theme of the Jubilee Year, moved the countless pilgrims who left on our roads the footprints of steps weighed down by the 
burdens pressing upon their hearts. They passed through the Holy Door in order to find the One they were seeking. The door of our 
cathedral bears the imprints of the caresses of all those who passed through it in search of mercy. 
Though the Holy Door is closed, we know that the Risen One passes through closed doors and never tires of knocking on our closed doors, 
in order to offer and to find mercy. Yes, to find it -- because he too seeks it. Indeed, he has told us of the final surprise: that in the end we 
will be judged on love, on mercy, on the glass of water given to the thirsty; on the morsel of bread to the hungry; on closeness to those 
who are imprisoned or ill; on clothing the naked; on welcoming the stranger. The Holy Door is not simply a material passageway,  
it is a spiritual threshold, a call to each one of us to leave behind that which weighs on our hearts to enter the space of mercy.  
Crossing it means recognising that salvation flows from humbly entrusting ourselves to the only One who can give us fullness of life. 
Source: catholicnewsagency.com/news/268697/holy-door-closing-2025-rome 

Parish Safeguarding Statement 
We take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. Refer concerns to the Parish Priest, or to Office for Safeguarding 
and Professional Standards safeguarding@parracatholic.org  or 8838 3419. More information available at www.safeguarding.org.au 
 
 

Moments of Mercy  
To comprehend, experience and 
offer The Divine Mercy of God 
we must first adore the Most 
Holy Trinity. If we could but 
fathom just a glimpse of true 
adoration of the Most Holy 
Trinity, we’d be left speechless, 
silent, overwhelmed with peace, 
contentment and joy (Diary #5).   

Vocations reflection 
Many adults never grow up. 
They continue to traipse across 
the earth looking for a shining 
star. Tell them who lights up 
your life, O Christian.   
Communion to the sick 
Contact parish office to organise. 

Mother of Perpetual Help 
Novena prayed after Mass 
every Wednesday morning. 

Thursday Cenacles 
Held in Marian Chapel after 
every Thursday morning Mass. 
Christ’s Catholic Community 
Prayer group every Friday 10am: 
Parish Centre Conference Room. 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel. 

Liturgy of the Hours 
First Friday at 6:00pm 

Mass with Ephpheta  
Third Sunday at 9:30am 
Men’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Second Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

Women’s Ministry St Paul’s  
Third Thursday of the month: 
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall 

2SM Filipino Mass 
Second Sunday at 11:00am 

St Vincent de Paul Society  
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30) 

Low gluten hosts  
Available upon request 
Hearing Loop:  
For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecoil). 
 

Overheads for hymns used in the 
Church are used with permission 
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251  

Parish Priest: Father John Paul Escarlan 
Assistant Priest: Father Jobi Payyappilly 
Assistant Priest: Father Pio Yong Ho Jang 
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