Weekend Mass times

St Paul the Apostle Parish

40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org Sunday
Weekday Mass times

Office hours:  Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick:
call 9639 6516 and press 5

Parish Priest:
Assistant Priest:

Thursday

Reconciliation: Thursday

Father John Paul Escarlan
Father Jobi Payyappilly

Assistant Priest:  Father Pio Yong Ho Jang Saturday
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8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm

Monday to Saturday 9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary)
7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration)
6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration)
First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration)
4.00pm - 4.45pm

6.00pm - 7.00pm

First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday

First and Third Sunday of each month
Baptism bookings only via our website

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Already in 300 AD, the Eastern Church celebrated the Epiphany and the Baptism of Jesus on January 6t.
In the Western Church, this feast was mentioned in the Liturgy of the Hours. With the reform of the liturgy
in 1969, the date for this Feast was set on the Sunday after the Epiphany. When the Feast of the Epiphany
is not celebrated on January 6t it is celebrated on the Sunday between January 2" and 8t (as per the
Julian Calendar), and the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday following the Epiphany.

The Christmas Season concludes with the celebration of this Feast, even though a “window” is left open
until February 2n | the day on which the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple is celebrated.
The latter feast is also known as Candlemas since Christ is proclaimed as the “light for the gentiles”.

The Gospel passage begins with a geographical annotation: Jesus goes from Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptised by John the Baptist. On His arrival, Jesus does not declare Himself to be the Messiah; instead,
He stands with everyone else there, wanting to be baptised, thus manifesting his solidarity with the sinful
people. Jesus does not isolate Himself, but He goes out among the people, even those marked by the
wounds of sin. He puts Himself at risk by being with them, just as He put Himself at risk by becoming Man
in the womb of Mary.

There are moments when it is important to “allow things to happen”. What seems so abnormal that

John the Baptist feels embarrassed is, however, part of God’s plan that will “bring to fulfillment”

every righteousness, since Jesus — as He Himself would one day declare — did not come to abolish the law
and the prophets (cf. Mt. 5:17), but to bring God’s justice “to fulfillment”. This justice does not humiliate,
does not separate, does not judge. Rather, it unites, breaks down barriers, responds to everyone’s needs
and respects everyone. God's justice is superior than human justice:

He does not use the measuring stick of “how much”; you pay according to the measure you have offended.
Rather, He uses the measuring stick of love, mercy, forgiveness — the only measuring stick that can bridge
distances and heal wounded hearts since it is from within that evil intentions are born (cf. Mk. 7:1-23).

Jesus’ choice is confirmed with the opening of the heavens, with the gift of the Spirit and the voice of the
Father that seals Jesus’ mission: “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased”. With the
opening of the heavens, “justice” cancels the separation between humanity and God, bringing us back to
the dawn of creation when the Spirit hovered over the waters. In Jesus, God the Father shows us the New
Man, His beloved, the One who pleases Him. It was as if He were saying: “You make me so happy.

| am so proud of you”. This happiness exists in each of us because each of us bears God'’s image within.
We are made in his “image and likeness” (Gn. 1:26). No one can ever erase this image for “God looked at
everything he had made, and found it very good” (Gn. 1:31). Jesus’ coming tells us that God is interested
in us. It's like He is saying, “With you, | want to begin a new story of salvation, a new beginning”.

We are made new to the extent that we learn to recognise life as a gift of love and that we live in this Love.
Source: vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/feast-of-the-baptism-of-the-lord.html

Please pray for our sick ... Heavenly Father, lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. Amen
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,

Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Fermin Manuel, George El-Bayeh,
Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas,
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lesley Neylan, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Marian Bacho,
Maria Mezzagosto, Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo,

Nick Galea, Perry Pappasavas, Peter Beck, Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy,
Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vanessa Ibrahim.

Please pray for the repose of the souls:

Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,
John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Sarkis and Tamina Matta,
Donald White, Arturo Ferrer, Gonzalo Balagtas, Concepcion Cruz, Ross Pollard, David Wilks,

Brother Patrick Featherstone, Jeanette Maree, Sister Yvette Coorey.

May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen

Moments of Mercy

In an appearance to St Faustina,
the Christ Child told her, "l
keep company with you as a
child to teach you humility and
simplicity" Diary, 184.
Vocations reflection

Who will work for Jesus, the
King of Peace, Hope and
Honour, the King of Love, Truth
and Justice? Who is dedicated
and enthusiastic enough to
proclaim his Good News?

[t must be YOU!

Communion to the sick
Contact parish office to organise.
Mother of Perpetual Help
Novena prayed after Mass
every Wednesday morning.
Thursday Cenacles

Held in Marian Chapel after
every Thursday morning Mass.
Christ’s Catholic Community
Prayer group every Friday 10am:
Parish Centre Conference Room.
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel.
Liturgy of the Hours

First Friday at 6:00pm

Mass with Ephpheta

Third Sunday at 9:30am

Men’s Ministry St Paul’s
Second Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
Women’s Ministry St Paul’s
Third Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
2SM Filipino Mass

Second Sunday at 11:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month
7pm Parish Centre conference room
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30)
Low gluten hosts

Available upon request
Hearing Loop:

For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecail).

Overheads for hymns used in the
Church are used with permission
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251

Feast of Holy Child Jesus - Nine Day Novena Masses (also here at St Paul’s Monday, January 12")

A nine day novena of daily Masses are being held to celebrate the blessed feast of Sefior Santo Nifio (Holy Child Jesus).

On the fifth day of the Novena, Mass will be celebrated here at St Paul the Apostle on Monday, January 12t at 7:00pm.

At Good Shepherd Parish in Plumpton, Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, January 18t at 2:00pm being the feast day.

You are all invited to attend and participate in this Novena, especially as the worship of Our Lord is truly universal.

World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) Parish Prayer Ministry: this Tuesday, January 13"

Approved by the Holy See, the World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) with millions of members worldwide, live the message of Fatima and
try to give witness of God’s love, imitating also the little shepherds of Fatima, Saint Francisco and Saint Jacinta Marto and Sister Lucia.
The WAF recognises and supports our own Parish Prayer Ministry and is a response to Our Lady’s call for prayer, penance and sacrifice.
The intention is to meet once a month for a holy hour to pray, learn and live the message of Fatima.

It is recommended to enrol and become a member of the WAF (free to join) where your name will be placed at Our Lady'’s feet

in the Chapel of Apparitions, in Fatima. Please come along this Tuesday, 13t at 7:00pm and join us in the Marian Chapel.

The theme for the January gathering will be: little-known and overlooked facts about Our Lady of Fatima

To find out more or to sign up, please visit: https://worldfatima.com/en/join-us. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

Request for assistance with taking out bins on Sundays

Our parish is grateful for the generous assistance of our volunteers who wheel our bins to the footpath on Sundays which is done on a
roster basis. We are in need of additional help and if you are free once a month to assist please contact the parish office. Thank you!
Lenten Program 2026 — Compassio

Lent will commence on Ash Wednesday, February 18t and is the 40-day season of preparation for the Paschal Triduum.

We are encouraged during this Lenten journey to turn away from our worldly distractions and journey home to God.

In order to assist us on our Lenten journey and to provide opportunity for fellowship, our parish again will conduct a Lenten Program.
The theme for 2026 is Compassio. As much as we intend to conduct our Lenten Discussion groups within the Church we understand
that some parishioners will hold their own groups e.g. with family or friends at home, where they may feel more comfortable.

Over the coming weeks we will provide details in terms the program and resources to be ordered.

In the meantime, to find out more about the program or view a sample of the resources please visit dow.org.au/shop/

Things are about to get Ordinary

Ordinary Time (colour Green) commences this week. During the season between Christmas and Lent, the readings focus on Jesus’ early
ministry of teaching, and healing, and the gathering of disciples. Shrove Tuesday celebrations often mark the end of this season.
Ordinary Time resumes later in the year. The word "ordinary" in Ordinary Time comes from the word ordinal. “Counted Time” would be a
better translation. The occurrence of Easter determines the length of this counted time. Easter falls on the 1st Sunday after the first full
moon after the spring equinox. The timing falls between March 22 and April 25. The Sundays and weeks of Ordinary Time are days of
growth and harvest -- days of hope and time to mature in one's faith. Green is the colour of ongoing life in nature: the renewal of spring
grass, flowers and trees. Green signifies hope and growth. The green weeks, 1 to 34, provide time to be refreshed with the Sunday
Scriptures, sequentially following the life and works of Jesus in his public ministry. The longest liturgical season is that of the weeks
following Easter. The last Sunday of the liturgical year is the celebration of the Feast of Christ the King.

Prayer for the New Year

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the year that has passed and the many blessing you have showered us in time. We beg you pardon
in our many failings and trespasses and we pray that the coming year be a more fruitful one. We earnestly pray for the gift of the Holy
Spirit and we call upon our Lord Jesus Christ for His intercessions, his guidance and his light to shine our path. Amen.

Rosary Making Workshop: Monday, February ot

Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and dying in hospitals across
our Diocese. The craft evening will be held on Monday, February 9t at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Costs are $5 per
person — payable on arrival (includes all materials). To register and for more information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops
Diocesan World Day of the Sick: Wednesday, February 11"

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 11am at St Patrick’s Church,
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for the sick and
dying and health care professionals. To register, please visit parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/
Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities

11t The Baptism of the Lord | 13t Saint Hilary | 17t Saint Anthony

Be a stronger you — Free empowerment course for women: Beginning February 2026

Catholic Care has partnered with Survivor Voice Australia to run a free six-week empowerment program for women who have
experienced domestic violence and abuse. The program will start in February 2026. Contact Catholic Care to find out more 8843 2500.
Staying up to date: Catholic Outlook and Catholic Weekly

The printed Catholic Outlook booklet is available quarterly, content is also available online and feel free to visit the Catholic Outlook
website where you will find updated content and articles of interest: catholicoutlook.org/ and can subscribe to receive email updates.
Even though the Catholic Weekly is available each weekend as a printed newspaper available to purchase, you can always their website
for a wide range of news, articles and information: catholicweekly.com.au/

Parish Safeguarding Statement

We take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. Refer concerns to the Parish Priest, or to Office for Safeguarding
and Professional Standards safequarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. More information available at www.safeguarding.org.au

@ The first 24 Hour Eucharistic Adoration for 2026 will take place in February on Friday, 6t and Saturday, 7t
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