Weekend Mass times

St Paul the Apostle Parish

40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
T: 9639 6516 W: www.stpaultheapostleparish.org Sunday
Weekday Mass times

Office hours:  Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick:
call 9639 6516 and press 5

Parish Priest:
Assistant Priest:

Thursday

Reconciliation: Thursday

Father John Paul Escarlan
Father Jobi Payyappilly

Assistant Priest: - Father Pio Yong Ho Jang Saturday
v«\cﬂo o, | Adoration: Thursday
For latest updates £ | adoration: (2anour
Find us on: X S . )
facebook SERIN Baptisms:

8:00am, 9:30am and 5:00pm

Monday to Saturday 9.10am (preceded by 8:40am Rosary)
7.00pm (preceded by 6:00pm Adoration)
6.15pm - 6.45pm (during Adoration)
First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm (during Adoration)
4.00pm - 4.45pm

6.00pm - 7.00pm

First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday

First and Third Sunday of each month
Baptism bookings only via our website

Solemnity of the Conversion of Saint Paul - January 25"

Even though the feast day of our patron saint is on June 29t when he is honoured with Saint Peter,

he is also honoured on January 25th for his conversion.

The great apostle (a Jew) and surpassed all his peers in zeal for the Jewish law and their traditions, which
he thought to be the cause of God, becoming one of the most fierce enemy and persecutor of Christians.
He was one of the conspirators in the martyrdom of St. Stephan. After the martyrdom of the holy deacon,
the priests and magistrates of the Jews raised a violent persecution against the church at Jerusalem,

in which Saul placed himself above the others. In the fury of his zeal, he appealed to the high priest

and Sanhedrin for a commission to take up all Jews at Damascus who confessed Jesus Christ,

and bring them bound to Jerusalem, that they might serve as public examples to incite terror into others.
Saul was almost at the end of his journey to Damascus, when, he and his company were surrounded by
a great light from heaven, and fell to the ground. Then Saul heard a voice, which to him was articulate and
distinct, but not understood by the rest: "Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? Christ said not:

Why dost thou persecute my disciples, but me: for it is he, their head, who is chiefly persecuted in his
servants." Saul answered: "Who art thou, Lord?" Christ said: "Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecute.

It is hard for thee to kick against the goad: - to contend with one so much mightier than thyself."

There was a Christian of distinction in Damascus, Ananius, greatly respected by the Jews for his
irreproachable life and great virtue. Christ appeared to this holy disciple, commanding him to go to Saul,
who was at that moment in the house of Judas at prayer. Ananias trembled at the name of Saul, being
familiar with the misdeeds he had done in Jerusalem and the errand for which he set out to Damascus.
But our Redeemer overruled his fears, and charged him a second time to go, saying:

"Go, for he is a vessel of election to carry my name before Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel:
and | will show him how much he has to suffer for my name. For tribulation is the test and portion of all
the true servants of Christ."

Thus a blasphemer and a persecutor was made an apostle, and chosen to be one of the principal
instruments of God in the conversion of the world. St. Paul never recalled his wonderful conversion, from
which have poured forth may blessings, without raptures of gratitude and praise to the Divine and His mercy.
The Church, in thanksgiving to God for such a miracle of his grace, to commemorate so miraculous

an instance of his almighty power and to propose to penitents a perfect model of a true conversion,

has instituted this feast, and which Pope Innocent IIl commanded to be observed with great solemnity.

Source: catholicnewsagency.com/saint/conversion-of-st-paul-127

Please pray for our sick ...

Heavenly Father, We pray that you will lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick. We ask you to have
compassion on all who are suffering so that they may be delivered from their painful circumstances.

May they know that you are always with them, especially through difficult times. Amen

Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Ameriza Ayoub, Anne Burt, Arlene Diaz, Aurora Ignacio, Bailey Whou, Ben Rivera,
Darrel Morrison, David, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Eric Wood, Fermin Manuel, Grace Kaddissi,
Helene Barker, Jenny Goudas, John Gin, Joshua McCarroll, Judy Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, Lesley Neylan,
Loui Ibrahim, Loy De'Souza, Lynda Steel, Lucas Le Huray, Lynette Giri, Maria Mezzagosto, Marian Bacho,
Maridel Manuzon, Mark Lopez, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall, Natina Caccamo, Nick Galea, Peter Beck,
Sam Papallo, Stella Kim, Sally Georges, Therese Garamy, Vanessa Ibrahim, Valeriano Estacio Jnr.

Please pray for the repose of the souls:

Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel,
John and Kevin Young, Lorna and Jack Wardell, Noel Young, Roland Gonzalez, Vince Colosimo,
Brother Ambrose Kyne, John Cremen, Mary Ford, Brother Anthony Boughton, John Boys, Joyce Morris,
Claude Jumeau, Louis and Elizabeth McMullen, Dennis and Ivan Justinic, William Isidoro Souza,

and the recently deceased Sister Ma. Jeana Abejuela, Perry Pappasavas and George Louis El-Bayeh.
May the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace. Amen

Moments of Mercy

I rejoice that souls ask for much,
because it is My desire to give
much, very much. On the other
hand, | am sad when souls ask
for little, when they narrow their
hearts. (Diary 1578)
Vocations reflection

A child’s handful of pulled
dandelions will bring joy to a
mother. A small act of kindness
will surprise the lonely heart.
Who will bring joy and kindness
today?

Communion to the sick
Contact parish office to organise.
Mother of Perpetual Help
Novena prayed after Mass
every Wednesday morning.
Thursday Cenacles

Held in Marian Chapel after
every Thursday morning Mass.
Christ’s Catholic Community
Prayer group every Friday 10am:

Parish Centre Conference Room.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Fridays 3:30pm in Marian Chapel.
Liturgy of the Hours

First Friday at 6:00pm

Mass with Ephpheta

Third Sunday at 9:30am
Men’s Ministry St Paul’s
Second Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
Women’s Ministry St Paul’s
Third Thursday of the month:
6pm-Church, 8pm-Parish Hall
2SM Filipino Mass

Second Sunday at 11:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society

7pm Parish Centre conference room
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month
Assistance? 131812 (M-F 8.30-4.30)

Low gluten hosts
Available upon request
Hearing Loop:

For signal, set to ‘T’ (Telecail).

Overheads for hymns used in the
Church are used with permission
under ONE LICENCE No A-642251

Australia Day Mass - Monday, January 26"

There will be just the one Mass and will be celebrated at 9:10am. Please come along beforehand at 8:40am for the Holy Rosary.

May the God of truth and love make you eager to share your gifts with others, who has shown his justice to the nations make you
tireless messengers in his service and who has shown you his salvation guide you swiftly to the inheritance he has promised.

We are called — Building up the Kingdom of God in our parish

Building up the Kingdom of God in a parish involves fostering a community where Jesus is Lord, achieved through personal holiness,
active service and other participative actions. It requires living out Gospel values, praying, and using personal talents to serve others,
thereby making Christ known and loved. As we all know our priests our only human and can only do so much with their time and abilities.
This is why as a parish community we can only continue to exist and thrive through the generosity of our parishioners. Not only in the
context of prayerful and financial support, but in the giving of their time, skills and talents in our various ministries and groups.

As much as we are blessed with our ministers and volunteers, unfortunately we in need of assistance in a number of areas.

We are especially reaching out to those who are unsure or uncertain in how they can help and if you have talents, gifts, skills

and most of all time we would love to hear from you. At this stage we are keen to bolster our support for the following:

Welcomers and welcoming ministry, Ministers of the Word and Eucharist, Church cleaning, Gardening.

We would also be grateful if you have atrade such as carpentry, electrician, building, plumbing to let us know as we may need your help.
Please contact the parish office where you are interested in helping or to find out more. Thank you!

Lenten Discussion Groups - we are in need of group leaders

As in previous years, our parish will conduct Lenten Discussion weekly groups within our Marian Chapel during the Lenten season.

We need group leaders to make this possible. Our Church based discussion groups are led by our parishioners, and for which we are
deeply grateful. If you are available to assist in leading one of our groups one night per week we’d love to hear from you! You can do it in
tandem with another person or take turns over alternate weeks - whatever works for you. Group leaders will be provided with the
program resource which contains all information and what to cover. There is not much preparation required and you don’t need to be an
expert on matters of faith and religion. If you are interested please contact the parish office as soon as practical to have a chat.

Once group leaders have been determined then we can promote and invite people to attend; as it will depend on the weeknight these
leaders are available (and will of course be the same day each week). In the meantime, if you would like to reserve a copy of the
Compassio booklet for this program, please add your details on the order sheet as you enter the Church and available free of charge.
Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities

271 Saints Timothy and Titus, Saint Angela Merici | 28 Saint Thomas Aquinas | 31st Saint John Bosco | 24 The Presentation of the Lord
Welcome to those Baptised here recently

To Connor and Ruby, we pray that their faith will be an important and integral part of their lives.

Drop in and enjoy our Leisure Group: this Wednesday, January 28"

Where the young at heart share a laugh and a cuppa 10am - 12pm in our Parish Centre. To find out more phone Anne on 0417 043 605.
In preparation for the next monthly 24 hour Eucharistic Adoration ... why should | attend?

The first 24 Hour Eucharistic Adoration for 2026 will take place in February on Friday 6t and Saturday 7t .

The Eucharist is the source of life for the Church. Eucharistic Adoration a pious custom in the Church since time immemorial.

We adore God when we worship Him in His Real Presence in the Eucharist, and being there in Adoration is a powerful and personal
time to be in His presence. Our lives are filled with distractions and Adoration is a beautiful opportunity to be in silence with our Lord,

to spend time with Him and where one can find deep, true joy. The Eucharist is also a call for thanksgiving, so what better way to

give thanks to the Lord for what He has done in our lives and those of our loved ones!

"The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the best time that you will spend on earth. Each moment that you spend
with Jesus will deepen your union with Him and make your soul everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in heaven, and will help bring
about an everlasting peace on earth.” — Saint Teresa of Calcutta

“Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of faith,

and open to making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration never cease.” - Saint Pope John Paul Il
Monsignor John Boyle book “Tested By Fire” available for sale

Almost 30 years after the tragic burning of St Patrick’s Cathedral, Monsignor Boyle has written a book about the fire and its aftermath.
Available in our piety stall for $50. Visit: catholicweekly.com.au/new-memoir-tells-the-story-behind-the-burning-of-st-patricks-catholic/
Volunteer Cook Wanted for Catholic Care’s Houses to Homes program

You will lead a simple, hands-on two hour cooking session for a small group of women one Friday a month. All ingredients provided, and
conclude with participants sharing the meal together. For more information contact enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au or 8843 2500.
Mary Queen of the Family Parish Blacktown presents ‘The Witness’

“The Witness” is a musical telling the story of the life of Jesus through the eyes of St Peter. Open auditions are taking place and anyone
interested is encouraged to register. For vocal auditions contact Marianne music@bethewitness.com.au else visit bethewitness.com.au/
Papal Proclamation: 2026 - Special Year of Saint Francis

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a “Special Year of St. Francis” to commemorate the 800th anniversary of the Saint's death.
During this time of grace, which will extend until January 2027, the faithful are granted the opportunity to obtain a plenary indulgence.
This Franciscan Jubilee Year is considered a gift for the entire Church and an occasion for authentic spiritual renewal. In this year, the
faithful can obtain this grace under the usual conditions - sacramental confession, Communion, and prayer for the intentions of the Pope
— by making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan conventual church or place of worship dedicated to St. Francis anywhere in the world.
Furthermore, the elderly, the sick, and those who, for serious reasons, cannot leave their homes can obtain the plenary indulgence

by spiritually joining in the jubilee celebrations and offering their prayers, pains, or sufferings to God.

Parish Safeguarding Statement

We take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. Refer concerns to the Parish Priest, or to Office for Safeguarding
and Professional Standards safeguarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. More information available at www.safeguarding.org.au
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