
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Vocation Awareness Week (August 2nd – 9th, 2026) 
 

(Excerpt) Message of Pope Leo XIV on Vocations  
 

I invite everyone –– in families, parishes and religious communities, as well as bishops, priests, 
deacons, catechists, educators and all the faithful –– to commit themselves more fully to creating 
conditions that allow this gift to be embraced, nourished, protected and accompanied, so that it may 
bear abundant fruit. Only when our surroundings are illumined by living faith, sustained by constant 
prayer and enriched by fraternal accompaniment can God’s call blossom and mature, becoming a path 
of happiness and salvation for individuals and for the world. By embarking on the path that Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, shows us, we come to know more deeply both ourselves and the God who calls us. 
 

Dear young people, listen to this voice! Listen to the voice of the Lord who invites you to a full and 
fruitful life, calling you to put your talents to use (cf. Mt 25:14-30) and to unite your limitations and 
weaknesses with the glorious cross of Christ. Make time, then, for Eucharistic adoration; meditate 
faithfully on the word of God, so that you may put it into practice each day; and participate actively and 
fully in the sacramental and ecclesial life of the Church. In this way, you will come to know the Lord. 
Through the intimacy of his friendship, you will discover how to give of yourselves, whether through 
marriage, the priesthood, the permanent diaconate, or consecrated life. Every vocation is an 
immeasurable gift for the Church and for those who receive it with joy. To know the Lord means above 
all learning to entrust oneself to him and to his providence, which is abundant in every vocation. 
 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses: Saturday, August 15th (and Friday Vigil Mass) 
Solemnity: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
There will be two Masses for the Solemnity: Friday (vigil mass), August 14th at 7:00pm and Saturday, 
August 15th at 9:10am. The 5:00pm mass on Saturday evening does not count for this Solemnity,  
and rather to fulfil your Sunday obligation. This Solemnity is one of the most important feast days of 
the year and a Holy Day of Obligation observed on August 15th. The Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference decreed (unchanged since 2001) the only feast days to be observed as holy days of 
obligation are Christmas Day, the Solemnity of the Assumption and all Sundays of the year.  
 

Diocesan clergy appointments 
The Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv has made the following appointments  
for a period of six years, commencing July 29th 2026. 
  • Reverend Pio Jang as Parish Priest of St John Vianney Parish, Doonside 
  • Reverend Jobi Payyappilly MS as Parish Priest of St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill  
  • Reverend Jack Elkazzi as Parish Priest of St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood. 
 

Upcoming Feast Days, Memorials, Solemnities 
10th  Saint Lawrence  |  11th  Saint Clare  |  12th  Saint Jane Frances de Chantal 
14th  Saint Maximilian Kolbe  |  15th  The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Multifaith Dedication Blessing Ceremony: Sunday, August 23rd from 10:30am 
The Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv Bishop of Parramatta and other religious 
leaders will be participating in the Multifaith Dedication Blessing Ceremony of the Land (Bhoomi Puja) 
acquired by Toongabbie Legal Centre Inc. Located at corner of Portico Pde and Valeria St, Toongabbie. 
Includes lunch and you will need to register: events.humanitix.com/justice-margaret-beazley-centre 

St Paul the Apostle Parish 
40 Buckleys Road, Winston Hills NSW 2153 
 

       9639 6516   🌐 www.stpaultheapostleparish.org 

 

Office hours: Monday to Friday  9:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Emergencies or Anointing of the Sick:  
   call 9639 6516 and press 6 
 

Parish Priest:        Father John Paul Escarlan 
Assistant Priest: Father Ambrose Owusu-Ansah 

     

 
 
 

Parish Sacrament of Confirmation program 
Please pray for those children and their sponsors, their families, 
and all involved with the Sacrament of Confirmation program. 
Confirmation mass will be held on Friday, August 21st at 7:00pm. 
 

World Apostolate of Fatima (WAF) Parish Prayer 
Ministry – Wednesday August 12th at 7pm 

The intention is to meet once a month for a holy hour to pray, 
learn and live the message of Fatima in our Marian Chapel.  
This month’s focus: The Fourth Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima: 
The Trial and Triumph of the Fatima Children and Heavens 
unstoppable message. It is recommended to enrol and become a 
member of the WAF (free to join) where your name will be 
placed at Our Lady’s feet in Chapel of Apparitions, in Fatima. 
worldfatima.com/en/join-us  

 
 
 

Women’s Ministry of St Pauls - Thursday, August 20th 
~ An evening with Rhoda Chaalan 
An invitation to men and women aged 18 and over even if you’re 
visiting! Commences with 6pm Eucharistic Adoration followed by 
7pm Mass. Afterwards join us in the Parish Centre for a talk by 
on You Don’t Prepare Yourself For God. God Prepares You! 
Rhoda’s testimony is a reminder that God does not wait for us to 
be healed before He calls us. Our Ministry gathers monthly on 
the third Thursday each month and please come along. 
 

Dance class every Tuesday evening  
Please come and join us for dance class every Tuesday evening 
in the Father David Scott Parish Centre from 7:30-9:30pm. 
New England Journal of medicine found that dancing is a highly 
effective, non-pharmacological method to reduce risk of 
dementia / alzheimer’s up to 76%. Exercise, mental stimulation 
and fellowship all in one, and helping protect brain health.  
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our dearly departed that they may rest in peace: 
Jack and Gladys Scott, Father David Scott, Beth Kenny, Charles and Josephine Clayton, George Steel, John and Kevin Young, Noel Young, 
Lorna and Jack Wardell, Roland Gonzalez, Fred and Hodette Hanna, Louis, Mary and George El-Bayeh, Moshen and Haifa Hayek,  
Felicia Jeanne Tirimanna, Russell Francke, Francis Rajah, Herbert Schuster, Dennis Justinic, Maria and Ivan Plisic, Joseph Bonello Snr,  
Mervyn Davies, holy souls in purgatory, and recently deceased Patricia Alexander and Father Eugene Stockton. 

 How to donate to our parish 
             

  Tap and Go terminals 
  inside our church 

 
 

Scan this QR code 
for secure one off 
donations via our 

parish website 

OTHER EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS
 
 

 

 
 

Diocese of Parramatta World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Launch: August 12th  
Come and discover the pilgrimage to the 17th International World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea (26 July – 11 August 2027), 
themed “Take courage! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Join us for an inspiring evening to learn about the pilgrimage,  
hear testimonies from past pilgrims, explore the faith and culture of the Korean Church, and enjoy fellowship with other young people. 
Date: August 12th. Doors open at 6:30pm. Venue: Nagle College, 58A Orwell Street, Blacktown. 
Register today at parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/  We look forward to welcoming you! 

Holy Cross Procession in honour of the Assumption: August 14th  
On the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Cross Parish Granville will hold its annual candlelight 
procession in honour of this day. Following Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. the procession will form and walk to Holy Family Church.  
For enquiries, contact Holy Cross Granville Parish Office on 0497 190 444. 

Annual Walk on the Solemnity of the Assumption: August 15th  
Beginning with 11:00am Mass at the Franciscan Shrine of the Holy Innocents, Kellyville, followed by a 14km walk to St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta. Pilgrimage concludes with prayers approx. 6pm.Join in the walk at any point. Enquiries 9629 2595. 
Bishop Vincent presents: Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta Pique: August 26th  
Bishop Vincent, in partnership with the University of Notre Dame Australia and Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese, warmly invites 
all to a special public lecture featuring two of the world’s most respected Vatican journalists, Gerard O’Connell and Elisabetta Piqué. 
Hear their insider’s account of the historic transition from Pope Francis to Pope Leo XIV. Wednesday 26 August, 6:00–8:00pm, at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Cloister Hall, 1 Marist Pl, Parramatta. All are welcome. Register at parracatholic.org/oconnellpique. 

St Carlo Acutis’s Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition 
This exhibition documents reported Eucharistic miracles from around the world, and it is touring parishes right across our Diocese. 
Will be at Our Lady of the Angels, Rouse Hill, 9-23 August. Entry is free and no bookings required parracatholic.org/iec2028/ 

Weekend Mass Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm  
 Sunday: 8:00am, 9:30am, 5:00pm 

 

Weekday Mass Monday to Saturday:   9:10am  
     (preceded by 8:40am Rosary) 
 Thursday: 7.00pm  

 

Reconciliation Thursday 6.15pm - 6.45pm 
 First Friday 6.00pm - 7.00pm 
 Saturday 4.00pm - 4.45pm 

 

Adoration Thursday 6.00pm - 7.00pm 
(24 hour Adoration) First Friday 9.45am - 9.00am Saturday  

 

Baptisms First and Third Sunday of each month. 
 Baptism bookings only via our website 

Communion to the sick 
Contact office to organise 
Wednesday Novena  
To Mother of Perpetual Help 
prayed after 9:10am Mass  
Christ’s Catholic 
Community Prayer group 
Fridays 10:00 am in Parish 
Centre Conference Room 
Divine Mercy Chaplet 
Friday 3:30pm Marian Chapel 
Liturgy of the Hours 
First Friday at 6:00pm 
Mass with Ephpheta  
Third Sunday at 9:30am 
Women’s Ministry 
Third Thursday of the month 
6:00pm - Church  
7:45pm - Parish Hall 
2SM Filipino Mass 
Second Sunday 11:00am 
Low gluten hosts  
Available upon request 
Hearing Loop 
Set to ‘T’ (Telecoil). 
Overheads for hymns used 
with permission under  
ONE LICENCE No A-642251 

 
 

 
  
 

“All I want  
is to know Christ”  

 
 
 
 
 

St Paul the Apostle, 

pray for us 
Heavenly Father, we pray you will lay your healing hands upon all those who are sick: 
Aeroll Klein, Amanda Caputo, Antonia Maturano, Arlene Diaz, Bailey Whou, Daisy Ocden, Danny Mulia, 
Darrel Morrison, David, David Nichols, Declan Trainor, Edgar Cruz, Ellen Wynne, Emily Anthony,  
Fermin Manuel, Ron Locke, Gabrielle Locke, Glen, Grace Kaddissi, Helene Barker, Higgy Simpliciano,  
Irene Barry, Jennifer and John Lopez, Jeanette Dib, John Gin, Joshua King, Joshua McCarroll,  
Judy Ibrahim, Vanessa Ibrahim, Loui Ibrahim, Krishna Premadas, Loy De'Souza, Lucas Le Huray,  
Lynda Steel, Maria Mezzagosto, Marian Bacho, Maridel Manuzon, Mary McConvey, Michael Hall,  
Michelle Kobeissi, Micheline Mathieu, Mark Lopez, Nick Galea, Pat Willemsen, Peter Beck, Roy Oliveros, 
Sharni Alexander, Sam Papallo, Socorro Alfaro, Therese Garamy, Valeriano Estacio Jnr, Vincent (Vinny) 
Coorey.  
 

Important Safeguarding information  
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. It ensures that children, young people, and vulnerable adults are safe, respected,  
and protected in our parish community. All volunteers and ministry members are required to complete safeguarding training.  
This can be completed online or face-to-face training sessions: parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-training. 
To know more, please contact our parish office or visit Diocese of Parramatta Safeguarding website parracatholic.org/safeguarding/. 
At St Paul the Apostle Parish we are dedicated to creating a safe and nurturing environment for all members of our community, 
especially children and vulnerable adults. We take safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously.  
Refer concerns to Parish Priest, Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards safeguarding@parracatholic.org or 8838 3419. 

https://events.humanitix.com/justice-margaret-beazley-centre
http://www.stpaultheapostleparish.org/
https://worldfatima.com/en/join-us
https://parracatholic.org/events/wyd27-launch/
https://parracatholic.org/oconnellpique/
https://parracatholic.org/iec2028/
https://stpaultheapostleparish.org/faith-sacraments/
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-training
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaultheapostleparish/
https://eucharist28.org/

